382	you can't be too careful
Directly the dispassionate student of theology sets out to
rescue the idea of God from the partisan extravagances of the
pious, it becomes manifest that the idea of His omniscience,
omnipresence and omnipotence must be abandoned. These
terms are entirely incompatible with the idea of a personal
God with whom anyone or anything can have a relationship
in time and space, A God who knows everything must be
entirely stagnant mentally. How can he think, since every-
thing is there in his mind already ? And if he fills all space,
then he is fixed for ever. How can he move ? He carmbt
think ; he has thought it all; he cannot move ; he is there
already. And since he is incapable of mental or physical
change, then so far from being omnipotent he is powerless,
he is fixed rigidly in an everlasting strait-jacket* Theology
can only become a science of Godship when it abandons these
preposterous absolutes.
But having abandoned these absolutes, the fresh-minded
theologian can go on to some very entertaining considerations.
According to any intelligent theological teaching, God, in
some manner altogether mysterious and incomprehensible,
came into Being in time and space, and our universe began.
That is beyond understanding. He had withdrawn himself
from an inconceivable infinitude in order to have relationships
with creatures outside himself. He opened proceedings by
saying: ** Let there be light." And having manifested
himself by light, in that moment he must have cast a shadow,
coterminous and reciprocal to himself, the anti-God, Satan,
his Zoroastrian twin. Before ever he began to knead the
red earth into Adam, the opponent was beside him ready to
wreck the work. How else could it have been ?
Upon this idea Nietzsche seized, and presented the world
with a modern version of the Zoroastrian. (He found it more
picturesque and impressive to call it in " Old Persian " the
the " Zarathustrian " idea.) A lot he knew of Old Persian!
Literary artistry, erudition, classical pretentiousness, and a
dislike for Jews gave his writing its peculiar qualities. He
swallowed Persian dualism uncritically and took the side of
Satan, because it was the most emphatic way of repudiating

